HAWK Pedestrian Signals

The HAWK Pedestrian Signals were
developed by the City of Tucson, Arizona, to
increase pedestrian safety at school crossing
locations. The first five HAWK signals were
installed in 2004, and today the HAWK is
used at more than 80 locations in Tucson.
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The HAWK signals also have been installed in
other areas of the country including: Juneau,
Alaska; Golden, Colorado; Washington, D.C;
Boise, Idaho; Champaign, Illinois; West
Bloomfield, Michigan; St. Cloud, Minnesota;
Klamath Falls, Oregon; and Alexandria,
Virginia.
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HAWK vs. Traditional

Pedestrian Signals H AWK

HAWK and traditional signals are proven
systems used in many other States that help
pedestrians safely cross the street.

High-Intensity Activated

Studies have shown that more than 90% of

motorists propetly yield to pedestrians in CrossWalK
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Questions & Concerns

If you have any questions about the HAWK
signal, please contact:

Rhode Island Department of Transportation
Customer Service Office
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What is a HAWK Signal?

“HAWK” stands for High-Intensity Activated
CrossWalK, a new pedestrian crossing signal proven
to increase safety for pedestrians.

What Drivers See ...

See This Do This

What Pedestrians See ...

See This

Do This

1. When not in use, the traffic signal is dark, and
a solid DONT WALK (raised hand)
indication is displayed for pedestrians.

Proceed with caution.

Push the button to cross.

2. When a pedestrian pushes the button, the
traffic signal flashes yellow for several
seconds.

Slow down, prepare
to stop.
Pedestrian has activated
the push button.

Wait.

3. After the flashing yellow interval, the traffic
signal displays a solid yellow to give motorists
enough time to stop.

. Stop if safe to do so.

Continue waiting.

4. After the solid yellow interval, the traffic signal
is solid red, and the pedestrian signal displays a
WALK  (walking person symbol), indicating
pedestrians that are allowed to cross the street.

Stop and remain
stopped. Pedestrians in
crosswalk.

Start crossing.

5. The traffic signal then flashes alternate red and
the pedestrian signal flashes DONT WALK.
Drivers may proceed after stopping if there
are no pedestrians in the crosswalk.

Stop. Then proceed
with caution if clear.

Continue crossing.
If walking, continue. Those
who have yet to step off the
curb, do not start.

0. After the flashing DON'T WALK, the traffic
signal is dark again and the pedestrian signal
indication is a raised hand (DONT WALK)
until the next pedestrian pushes the button.

Proceed with caution.
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Push the button to cross.
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	Studies have shown that more than 90% of motorists properly yield to pedestrians in crosswalks using HAWK signals.

	HAWK vs. Traditional Pedestrian Signals

	RHODE ISLAND

	DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

	What is a HAWK Signal?

	What Drivers See ...

	What Pedestrians See ...

	See This

	Do This

	See This

	Do This

	1. When not in use, the traffic signal is dark, and a solid DON’T WALK (raised hand) indication is displayed for pedestrians.

	“HAWK” stands for High-Intensity Activated CrossWalK, a new pedestrian crossing signal proven to increase safety for pedestrians.

	2. When a pedestrian pushes the button, the traffic signal flashes yellow for several seconds.

	3. After the flashing yellow interval, the traffic signal displays a solid yellow to give motorists enough time to stop.

	4. After the solid yellow interval, the traffic signal is solid red, and the pedestrian signal displays a WALK (walking person symbol), indicating   pedestrians that are allowed to cross the street.

	5. The traffic signal then flashes alternate red and the pedestrian signal flashes DON’T WALK. Drivers may proceed after stopping if there are no pedestrians in the crosswalk.
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