CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DOCUMENTATION FORM

PROJECT TITLE: Evaluation & Rehabilitation of the Providence Viaduct Bridge #578
RIFAP NO: IM-0953(105)

PROJECT LIMITS AND LOCATION MAP: The limits of the subject project extend along the I-95
corridor in downtown Providence from approximately the Veterans Memorial Auditorium to the
north to just south of the Dunkin Donuts Center.

PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED: The purpose of the project is to replace the existing bridge. The
2008 bridge inspection revealed structural steel and concrete deterioration issues. The FHWA
stated that it would not participate in rehabilitating the structure, and the RIDOT therefore is
proceeding with replacing the bridge to ensure the safety of the traveling public.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: To first build a new I-95 Southbound bridge to use for maintaining
the existing traffic (Approx. 80,000 vpd each bound). Then to replace the existing north and
southbound bridges carrying 1-95 through downtown Providence.

DESCRIPTION OF SURROUNDING AREA: The bridge carries I-95 through downtown Providence,
RI The bridge forms an interchange with State Routes 6 & 10 to southern R1 and to eastern CT.
The bridge located ¥ mile south of Route 146 connecting to central MA, and %2 mile north of I-
195 connecting to southeastern MA.

PART1 EXEMPT ACTION CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION YES NO

¢ Is the project an action listed within the Exempt Action CE’s section of the X
Categorical Exclusion Agreement? ’

o If YES, the project qualifies for a Categorical Exclusion (CE). What Section of Type
Exempt Action CE's qualifies this project (1-17)?

e [fNO, goontoPart IL
PART Il DOCUMENTED CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

e All of the following questions must be answered. Wherever the answer is YES, and as required,
documentation must be attached that states the process has begun and the status of the process
to satisfy the criteria for demonstrating that significant environmental effects will not result from this project.
Close coordination with the Office of Environmental Programs will be essential to insure regulatory
compliance. Al process documentation for these questions wili be completed before advertisement,

YES NG

1. Is the project near historic properties, in an historic district, or in an area
of known archaeological significance? X
If Yes, document that the process has begun and the present status.

Formal Section 106 and Section 4(f) processes anticipated.

2. Does the project have the potential to involve a significant, publicly-owned
park, recreation area, wildlife or waterfowl refuge?
If Yes, docament that the process has begun and the present status.
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PROJECT TITLE: Evaluation & Rehabilitation of the Providence Viaduct Bridge #578
RIFAP NO: IR-1950(439)

YES NO
3. Does the project have the potential to involve a publicly-owned
park or recreational area that was established or improved with federal Land
and Water Conservation Funds? R X
If Yes, document that the process has begun and the present status,
4, Does the project have the potential to involve ROW acquisitions? X e

If Yes, inform the Real Estate Office.

Coordination with REDOT Real Estate Section is on-going, Property impacts are anticipated to
the Foundary property, former Farmers Market, AMTRAK, CJ Fox, and Bradford Press
properties.  Possible permanent actions on the AMTRAK and CJ Fox properties, and possible
permanent taking and business relocation of Bradford Fress,

5. Does the project have the potential to be within wetland jurisdiction? X
Provide documentation for the determination and if appropriate application status.

CRMC jurisdiction Category B application being prepared.
ACOE Category 2 application concurrent with CRMC.

6. Does the project have the potential to affect any Federal or Rhode sland
Endangered Species?
Provide documentation.

None anticipated; confirmation pending per communication with USFWS and RIDEM,

7. s the project listed in the approved Transportation Improvement Program (TIF)? -
(Listing in the TIP acknowledges Air Quality Conformity)

Listed on P.3 under the Bridge Program.

PART III Based upon the above information and supporting documentation, as required, this project qualifies as a
Categorical Exclusion at this time. The project manager will not advertise this project until all Past 1I processes
have been completed and permits have been obtained, ualess approved by the Chief Engineer of the Rhode Island
Department of Transportation, with concurtence from the FHWA Division Administrator.
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