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The above map shows the location and limits of all 62 projects in Rhode Island funded by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.
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ARRA in Rhode Island by the Numbers

Project Name City/Town Estimated Cost Bid Amount Start Date Completion Date Jobs

Bridge Preventative
Maintenance
Jamestown Bridge NK/Jamestown $1,800,000 $969,530 10/07/09 09/24/10 25
Bridge Washing Contract 11 Statewide $984,000 $401,320 06/09/09 07/28/09 65
Bridge Washing Contract 10 Statewide $1,392,000 To be Advertised 2

Totals: $4,176,000 $1,370,850

Bridge Rehabilitation
Wyoming Bridges Hopkinton $2,300,000 Advertised 10
Dillons Corner Bridge Narragansett $8,500,000 $6,606,981 09/15/09 11/29/11 158
Industrial Drive Bridge Providence $2,300,000 $1,924,576 TBD 05/15/11 10
Chestnut Hill Road Bridge Glocester $1,500,000 To be Advertised

Totals: $14,600,000 $6,606,981

Drainage Improvements
Statewide Drainage Contract 3 Cranston, Lincoln, Exeter $500,000 $182,220 08/27/09 10/27/09 84
Statewide Drainage Contract 2 Exeter $451,000 $237,999 06/02/09 07/28/09 31
Statewide Drainage Contract 1 Statewide $748,000 $483,941 04/29/09 09/14/09 83
Statewide Drainage
Improvements 2010 Contract 1

Statewide $300,000
To be Advertised

Totals: $1,999,000 $904,160

Enhancements
Manton Avenue Providence $500,000 $675,548 07/16/09 07/15/10 30
Westminster Street Providence $3,300,000 To be Advertised

Kingston Station Roof Repair South Kingstown $300,000 To be Advertised

Totals: $4,100,000 $675,548

Warren Avenue Seawall East Providence $569,000 $369,713 04/29/09 10/09/09 31
Stormdrain Retrofit - Route 6 Providence, Johnston $1,277,000 $798,212 04/22/09 10/16/09 189
Stormdrain Inspection Project Statewide $350,000 To be Advertised 5

Totals: $2,196,000 $1,167,925

Guardrail Repairs
Statewide Guardrail 2009 Statewide $1,200,000 $730,929 05/12/09 03/31/11 69

Environmental
Preventative Maintenance

Reconstruction of Hartford
Avenue (Route 6A)

Johnston $5,300,000 $3,417,519 08/25/09 10/29/10 107
Highway Reconstruction
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Highway Striping
Statewide Striping - East Bay Statewide $2,287,000 $1,474,570 04/22/09 11/30/10 65
Statewide Striping - North Statewide $2,418,000 $1,574,975 04/22/09 11/30/10 71

Totals: $4,705,000 $3,049,545

Interstate
I-295 Safety & Lighting Warwick to Johnston $6,000,000 $3,151,273 07/02/09 10/04/10 83

Pavement Management
Safety Improvements to Route 101 Foster/ Scituate $1,300,000 $1,392,724 09/03/09 10/28/09 121
Rubberized Chip Sealing - 2009 Statewide $1,800,000 $2,177,407 05/29/09 08/07/09 100
Crack Sealing 2009 Statewide $1,000,000 $196,572 07/14/09 08/20/09 34
Crack Sealing 2009 Statewide $208,120 07/09/09 08/17/09 37
Reclamation of Route 102 Foster $800,000 To be Advertised

Reclamation of Moosup Valley
Road

Foster $800,000 To be Advertised

Totals: $5,700,000 $3,974,823

Resurfacing
I-95 Contract 1 State line to Richmond $10,000,000 $7,737,000 07/12/09 12/07/09 252

High Street/Diamond Hill Road Cumberland $1,900,000 $1,145,421 01/21/10 09/03/10 10
Nate Whipple Highway Contract 1 Cumberland $3,800,000 $2,427,000 06/09/09 10/19/09 199
Nate Whipple Highway Contract 2 Cumberland $3,800,000 $1,593,477 09/03/09 08/20/10 166
Route 44 Contract 3A Glocester $1,866,000 $1,151,586 06/11/09 09/14/09 129
Route 146/Wilbur Road Bridge Lincoln $10,000,000 Pending Award 4
Route 246 Lincoln $1,687,000 $1,384,121 05/19/09 12/15/09 127
Colebrook Road Little Compton $1,600,000 To be Advertised

West Main Road Middletown/Portsmouth $6,049,000 $4,977,429 05/15/09 10/06/10 165
Dean Street, Cahir Street, Stewart
Street

Providence $4,000,000 $3,737,204 08/25/09 10/29/10 130

Route 138  Richmond $2,000,000 $2,294,673 07/23/09 11/06/09 163
Route 102 Contract 1 Scituate/ Foster $3,000,000 To be Advertised

Route 44 Contract 2A Smithfield $2,900,000 $1,686,432 07/30/09 05/07/10 125
Ocean and Shore Roads South County $3,900,000 $2,611,677 05/19/09 10/15/09 207
Route 138 Tiverton $3,289,000 $2,470,050 03/12/09 09/21/09 149
Route 91 Contract 1 Westerly $2,600,000 $3,127,106 09/22/09 10/21/09 94
Diamond Hill Road Woonsocket $4,400,000 $3,676,294 10/20/09 10/22/10 54

Project Name City/Town Estimated Cost Bid Amount Start Date Completion Date Jobs

ARRA in Rhode Island by the Numbers
(continued)
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Main Street (Route 114) Contract 1 Warren $700,000 To be Advertised

Route 91 Contract 2 Westerly $3,000,000 Advertised

Route 99 Cumberland, Lincoln,
Woonsocket

$5,000,000
To be Advertised

Totals: $75,491,000 $40,019,470

Resurfacing (continued)

Sidewalk Improvements
Bristol Ferry Road Portsmouth $1,696,000 $1,564,934 05/08/09 11/16/09 162
Downtown Providence Contract 2 Providence $1,200,000 To be Advertised 12
Child Street and North Main
Street Contract 1

Warren $600,000 Pending Award
1

Child Street Contract 2 Warren $2,500,000 $1,994,864 09/29/09 08/20/10 58
Legion Way/Providence Street West Warwick $900,000 $718,640 06/30/09 10/29/09 112

Totals: $6,596,000 $4,278,438

Signage Improvements
Route 10 Guide Signs Cranston/Providence $4,200,000 $3,695,309 09/15/09 09/22/10 19
I -95 Signing Project Contract 1 Statewide $3,400,000 $2,609,760 05/28/09 08/01/10 83
Route 37 Signing Project
Contract 2

Warwick/ Cranston $3,316,000 $2,734,379 08/13/09 05/26/10 36

Totals: $10,916,000 $9,039,448

Traffic Monitoring
Radar Vehicle Detector
Installation

Statewide $505,000 $332,947 05/08/09 01/05/10 43

Traffic Monitoring Stations Statewide $1,053,000 $794,637 05/08/09 06/16/10 58
Totals: $1,558,000 $1,127,583

Traffic Safety Program
Route 1 Median Landscaping South Kingstown $236,000 $136,506 05/26/09 11/30/10 35

Traffic Signal Improvements
Signals - South & Central Statewide $2,000,000 $555,556 12/22/09 10/31/10 9
Signals - North & East Bay Statewide $2,000,000 $765,470 10/07/09 08/18/10 41
Signal Optimization 2009 Statewide $1,000,000 $1,039,590 09/03/09 05/18/10 169

Totals: $5,000,000 $2,360,617
Grand Totals: $143,177,000 $83,936,191

• Jobs reflect the number of people who worked on that project only, accumulatively as of 12/31/2009.
• The total number of jobs as of 12/31/2009 was 1,926 for all prime and sub-contractors, RIDOT, police and utilities across all projects.
• No employee is counted more than once. Construction employees may work on more than one project during any month.

Project Name City/Town Estimated Cost Bid Amount Start Date Completion Date Jobs

ARRA in Rhode Island by the Numbers
(continued)



In the area of bridge rehabilitation, RIDOT was able to
identify more than $15 million worth of repairs to seven
bridges, all of which have advanced states of deterioration to
the point where the Department had to place restrictions on
their use until they could be
fixed.

Underway since mid-2009 is
a $6.6 million project in the
southern Rhode Island com-
munity of Narragansett. There,
two  bridges carrying traffic on
a limited access section of
Route 1 were  in need of
reconstruction, and RIDOT
had placed steel shoring to help
support traffic loads until the
project could begin. The proj-
ect includes improvements to a
nearby rotary and a third bridge
serving as an on-ramp to  the
highway. Repair of these
bridges, vital links for residents and tourists alike destined for
Rhode Island’s South County beaches, otherwise would have
been delayed if not for ARRA funding. The work should be
complete in late 2010.

Also in southern Rhode Island, ARRA funding will support

a $2.3 million project to repair two bridges in the village of
Wyoming, which carry local traffic over the Wood River on
the Richmond-Hopkinton line. These bridges have been
closed since March 2009 due to deterioration of the timber

support of the bridges.
In Providence, RIDOT

intends to spend about $2.2 mil-
lion to make repairs to the
Industrial Drive Bridge over the
Moshassuck River in
Providence. Now 45 years old,
this bridge is considered struc-
turally deficient and in need of
rehabilitation.

Competitive bidding on
ARRA projects in 2009 allowed
RIDOT to identify more proj-
ects that can be completed with
original ARRA funds. Among
these is the Chestnut Hill Road
Bridge in Glocester. This span

carries Chestnut Hill Road over the spillway that flows from
the Sayles and Smith Reservoir to the Chepachet River. The
102-year old bridge will be replaced, and the project will
include construction of a replacement spillway structure and
wetland restoration.
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Bridge rehabilitation projects funded by ARRA include (left) the Industrial Drive Bridge over the Moshassuck River in
Providence and (right) the Dillons Corner Bridges in Narragansett. Inset at top, failing pavement conditions on the Wyoming
Bridges.

Bridge Rehabilitation

Photos: Chuck Aube
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Bridge Preventative Maintenance

RIDOT was able to put ARRA funds to use in one of its
major areas of concern, the maintenance of the State’s 772
bridges.

In this area, RIDOT allocated $4.2 million, with the largest
single project being an estimated $1.8 million long-term pre-
ventative maintenance contract for the Jamestown-
Verrazzano Bridge, which carries Route 138 over the West
Passage of Narragansett Bay. The contract is underway.

RIDOT additionally allocated $2.4 million for two con-
tracts to powerwash 130 bridges across the State. Routine
cleaning via powerwashing removes corrosives such as road
salts, dirt and bird droppings that contribute to steel and con-
crete deterioration. The first contract was completed in 2009,
including 65 bridges in the following communities:
Burrillville, Charlestown, Cranston, East Greenwich, Exeter,
Hopkinton, Johnston, Narragansett, North Kingstown,
Richmond, South Kingstown, Warwick, West Greenwich,
West Warwick, and Westerly.

A second contract to begin in 2010 will involve powerwash-
ing another 65 bridges in Cumberland, East Providence,
Lincoln, North Smithfield, Pawtucket, Portsmouth,
Providence, and Tiverton.

RIDOT’s goal is to powerwash all bridges with 10 contracts
every five years.

Photo: Charles St. Martin
The majestic Jamestown-Verrazzano Bridge received funding for a long-term maintenance project.

The removal of salt residue from winter storm operations
and other debris was targeted in two ARRA-funded bridge
washing contracts.

Photo: Chuck Aube
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Photos: Chuck Aube

Highway Reconstruction
Complete reconstruction of a roadway is a comprehensive

process to rehabilitate roads, sidewalks and intersections so
they improve traffic flow and enhance safety over the previ-
ous design. Due to financial limitations, such projects are few
and far between, but the need for such work remains across
Rhode Island.

Toward this end, RIDOT is spending $3.5 million of
ARRA funds to reconstruct 0.7 miles of Route 6A (Hartford
Avenue) in Johnston. The project, which began in Fall 2009,
includes curbing, sidewalks, widening a portion of the road-
way to provide a center turn lane, a new drainage system,
upgrading traffic signal systems, and installation of fiber optic
connections. The reconstructed area begins at the I-295 inter-
change and extends east to Route 5 (Atwood Avenue). It is
scheduled for completion in Fall 2010.

The Hartford Avenue reconstruction project proved to be
the impetus for the local community to work with a private
developer to move forward with the construction of a new
63,000-square foot shopping plaza on a retail site that had
been vacant for more than 20 years. The commitment of this
private investment, and the fact that stimulus funding helped
make it happen, was announced at an event in January 2010
featuring U.S. Senators Jack Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse.

Top right, U.S. Senators Sheldon Whitehouse (left) and Jack Reed attend an event in January 2010 to mark increased pri-
vate investment along Hartford Avenue in Johnston that resulted from a $3.5 million ARRA-funded project to reconstruct the
road. Above, an image of the deteriorated pavement on Hartford Avenue.
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Resurfacing is one of the largest pieces of RIDOT’s
ARRA program and with good reason. With nearly 3,000
lane miles of State roads, the demand is great to maintain
quality driving surfaces.

RIDOT has identified 20 projects with an estimated cost
of $70.6 million. These funds will resurface 54.8 miles of
roadway, and involve rehabilitation or replacement of exist-
ing sidewalks and curbs. These resurfacing projects also
address minor drainage issues, guardrail, signals and signage
where needed.

RIDOT completed seven resurfacing projects in 2009,
with the balance of projects on track to be completed  by
mid 2010.

The most substantial of these projects was the resurfac-
ing of 7.6 miles of I-95 from the Connecticut border to
Exit 3. The southern portion of I-95 had not been resur-
faced in more than 15 years, and the driving surface was
past its service life. RIDOT intends to use normal program
funds in 2010 to continue this project, with the goal of
resurfacing 25 miles of I-95 – an effort jump-started thanks
to stimulus funding.

The other resurfacing projects include:

Cumberland
• High Street/Diamond Hill Road (Route 114) from
Cumberland Public Library to Blackstone Street (1.2 miles).
• Nate Whipple Highway (Route 120), from Diamond Hill
Road (Route 114) to the Massachusetts State line (1.7
miles).

Resurfacing

Above, resurfacing underway in late Spring 2009 on Shore
Road in Westerly.

Workers lay asphalt on Ocean Road in Narragansett, part of a contract to resurface more than eight miles of scenic roads
in South County.

Photos: Chuck Aube
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• Nate Whipple Highway (Route 120), from Diamond Hill
Road (Route 114) to Mendon Road (Route 122) (2.6 miles).

Cumberland/Lincoln/Woonsocket
• Woonsocket Industrial Highway (Route 99), including
minor bridge work, from Route 146 to Mendon Road
(Route 122) (2.7 miles).

Glocester
• Putnam Pike (Route 44), including drainage improvements
and guardrail replacement, from Tourtellote Hill Road to
RIDOT Maintenance Facility (2 miles).

Lincoln
• Route 146, including rehabilitation of Wilbur Road Bridge,
from the Route 116 interchange to area of Sherman Avenue
and Old Louisquisset Pike (Route 246) interchange (1.1
miles).
• Old Louisquisset Pike (Route 246) from Breakneck Hill
Road (Route 123) to Route 116/Route 146 interchange (2.3
miles).

Little Compton
• Colebrook Road from Long Highway to Route 179 (1.7
miles).

Middletown/Portsmouth
• West Main Road from Coddington Highway to John
Kesson Lane (2.2 miles).

Providence
• Dean Street, Cahir Street and Stewart Street from West
Exchange Street to Point Street (0.9 miles).

Richmond
• Kingstown Road/Route 138 from Beaver River Road to
660 feet west of Route 112 (2 miles).

Scituate/Foster
• Route 102 from Route 101 in Scituate to Old Plainfield
Pike in Foster (7.4 miles).

Smithfield
• Putnam Pike (Route 44) from Austin Avenue to West
Greenville Road (1.3 miles).

South County
• Ocean Road from Narragansett Town Beach to Point
Judith, Narragansett (3.7 miles), and Shore Road from Post
Road to Ocean View Highway in Westerly (4.5 miles).

Tiverton
• Main Road (Route 138) from John Street to the
Massachusetts State Line (2.3 miles).

Warren
• Main Street (Route 114), including street tree preservation
and replacement, from Cherry Street to 160 feet south of
Beach Street (0.3 miles).

Westerly
• Oak Street/Westerly Bradford Road (Route 91), from
Route 3 to Westerly Maintenance Facility (1.3 miles).
• Westerly Bradford Road/Bradford Road (Route 91) from
Westerly Maintenance Facility to Bradford Railroad
Bridge/800 feet north of Church Street (3.8 miles).

Woonsocket
• Diamond Hill Road (Route 114), from Social Street to
Bound Road (2.2 miles).

Above left, construction underway on Nate Whipple Highway in Cumberland. Above right, work on Route 138 in Richmond.
Both projects were completed in late Summer 2009.

Photos: Chuck Aube
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Crack sealing, a process of cleaning and sealing open joints and cracks in asphalt, is an effective means in extending the
life of pavement and keeping water from reaching the road’s foundation and damaging it through erosion and freeze-thaw
cycles. 

These images show the process of placing rubberized chip
seal. ARRA funding supported chip seal application on 22
miles of roads in Rhode Island.

Pavement Management

The goal of the RIDOT Pavement Preservation
Program is to extend the service life of roads by using
protective surface treatments in a timely manner. These
treatments make the driving surface less permeable, thus
preventing water penetration that will destroy the road
foundation and could lead to destruction of the road
itself. Using methods such as chip seal overlay and crack
sealing, RIDOT can maintain a quality riding surface
until the next resurfacing project can be scheduled.

The ARRA program funded $4 million worth of proj-
ects in 2009, and an estimated $1.6 million of projects
will be tackled in 2010.

Already complete is a chip seal overlay of Route 101
(Hartford Pike), from the Connecticut State line to
Route 94 in Foster and from Anan Wade Road to Route
102 in Scituate, a distance of 4 miles. Also completed in
2009 was application of rubberized chip seal on 22
miles of roads across Rhode Island, and three crack
sealing contracts that applied a hot applied rubberized
asphalt sealant on 46 miles of road.

In 2010, ARRA funds will be used for two pavement
reclamation projects – a more substantial restoration
project aimed at supporting the roadway’s foundation as
well as its driving surface. These include two roads in
Foster: Moosup Valley Road, from Cucumber Hill Road
to 0.9 miles west of Route 14, a distance of 1.4 miles;
and Route 102, from Briggs Road to Old Plainfield Pike,
approximately 1.2 miles.
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Sidewalk Improvements
RIDOT typically addresses sidewalk repair and mainte-

nance during resurfacing projects, however, additional proj-
ects are scheduled to address poor sidewalk designs, failing
sidewalks and those that do not meet the standards of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

RIDOT identified five projects to improve sidewalk condi-
tions. They include:

Portsmouth: New sidewalks and curbing, plus intersection
improvements and new traffic signals with pedestrian signals,
on Bristol Ferry Road from West Main Road (Route 114) to
Boyd’s Lane (1.2 miles).

Providence: Repair of sidewalks on Washington Street
from Empire Street to Eddy Street and Westminster Street
from Empire Street to 100 feet east of Mathewson Street (0.3
miles). The project includes new landscaping and installation
of bike racks.

Warren: New sidewalks and curbing on North Main Street
from Park Street to Wood Street and Child Street from Cutler

Street to the East Bay Bike Path (0.2 miles). Additionally,
RIDOT is installing new sidewalks and curbing on Child
Street from Cutler Street to the Massachusetts State line (2.2
miles).

West Warwick: Installation of new sidewalks and curbing
on Legion Way from Main Street to Providence Street and
Providence Street from Legion Way to East Main Street
(Route 115) (1 mile).

At left, deteriorated sidewalks
awaiting replacement on Child
Street in Warren. Above, new
sidewalks under construction
during Summer 2009 on
Providence Street in West
Warwick.

Photos: Chuck Aube
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Drainage Improvements
Tackling drainage issues solves a number of problems that

can lead to long-term damage to road surfaces from erosion
and runoff from heavy rains. They also often represent a safe-
ty hazard for motorists. Due to funding limitations, drainage
projects are often postponed in light of more pressing needs.

RIDOT identified about $2 million in projects in 12 com-
munities across the State, and grouped them into three con-
tracts. The initial round of projects in eight cities and towns
was completed in 2009. These included: Cranston, (Pippin
Orchard Road), Exeter (intersection of Ten Rod Road/Route
165 and Black Plain Road), Hopkinton (Mechanic Street),
Johnston (Winsor Avenue at Hawkins Pond), Lincoln (River
Road/Route 126), and Narragansett (Bridgetown Road),
North Smithfield (Greenville Road), and West Greenwich
(Escoheag Hill Road).

In late 2009, RIDOT identified additional projects to be
funded under ARRA. These will be under construction in
2010. They include: Providence (North Main Street), Tiverton
(East Road & Crandall Road), and West Greenwich (another
section of Escoheag Hill Road).

Photos: Above, Chuck Aube; below, Mike DeRotto

Environmental Preventative Maintenance
ARRA funding in Rhode Island will support an

estimated $2.9 million investment in infrastruc-
ture supporting a cleaner environment.

Two of three planned projects have been com-
pleted. In early Fall 2009, RIDOT completed
work on a $798,000 project to construct a
stormwater treatment pond at the interchange of
a major east-west limited access highway into
Providence. At the Killingly Street exit off Route
6, RIDOT built  the pond to replace an existing,
failing drainage system that did not afford any
water treatment for highway runoff.

RIDOT in 2010 expects to complete a review
of 60 of the State’s 130 storm water drainage sys-
tems, which include ponds and catch basins.
These systems were previously upgraded to meet
Federal Best Management Practices, in accor-
dance with State and Federal water quality regula-
tions, for storm water runoff. The project will
include inspection of drainage structures, cleaning and per-
formance evaluation.

Lastly, RIDOT committed $369,000 in ARRA funding for
the Warren Avenue Revetment project, which encompassed

the construction of a 400-foot rocky seawall along the shore-
line of the Seekonk River in East Providence. The project
included salt marsh mitigation, installation of a stone dust
river walk and landscaping on the adjacent Warren Avenue
project.

Above, a new stormwater treatment pond constructed at the inter-
change of Route 6 and Killingly Street in Providence.

A recently completed drainage project on Mechanic Street
in Hopkinton.
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Aesthetic issues aside, routine repair and replacement
of outdated guardrail systems is a major safety improve-
ment along Rhode Island’s roads and highways.

Guardrail is typically replaced during a construction
project, but often needs replacement before RIDOT can
return with another contract for improvements or repair.

Each year, RIDOT expends funds to repair or replace
rusted, damaged or substandard guardrail. Stimulus fund-
ing supported approximately $730,000 worth of guardrail
improvements around Rhode Island.

The use of stimulus funds for RIDOT’s guardrail pro-
gram allowed the Department to use funds normally allo-
cated to this effort for other projects in its yearly Capital
Improvement Program.

Guardrail Repairs

The use of ARRA funds fully supported RIDOT’s guardrail
replacement program for 2009, freeing up funds for
numerous other projects.

Highway Striping
One of the least appreciated roadway features is striping, at

least until its badly faded and can’t be seen well. RIDOT
works aggressively to make sure all striping is in good condi-
tion and generally replaces roadway markings once every two
years.

Heavy plowing, construction and deteriorated roadways
can lead to premature stripe cracking and fading. RIDOT
employs an epoxy-based material, which cures into a very
durable product that bonds to the pavement.

RIDOT in 2009 spent approximately $3 million in two con-
tracts to restripe numerous roads in Rhode Island’s northern
areas (Burrillville, Central Falls, Cumberland, Glocester,
Lincoln, North Providence, North Smithfield, Pawtucket,
Smithfield and Woonsocket) and East Bay communities
(Barrington, Bristol, East Providence, Little Compton,
Middletown, Newport, Portsmouth, Providence, Tiverton
and Warren).

As road striping fades it
becomes difficult to see,
even during daylight hours.
Stimulus dollars fully funded
RIDOT’s striping program in
2009.

Photos: Chuck Aube
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Good lighting is critical to highway safe-
ty, particularly during adverse weather con-
ditions. As highway lighting systems age,
maintenance on individual poles becomes
increasingly challenging and eventually a
major upgrade is needed. Such is the case
on the southern portion of I-295 from
Warwick to Johnston.

RIDOT will spend approximately $3.2
million to replace light poles and electrical
systems for overhead lighting on I-295 at
Exits 1, 2, 4 and 5. The contract will
include additional traffic cameras for
RIDOT’s Transportation Management
Center.

Work began in Fall 2009 and will con-
clude in late 2010.

Interstate Lighting

Construction is underway on installing new electrical systems for
highway lighting on I-295 close to the Warwick/Cranston border.

Signage Improvements

Aging signage along limited access highways will be com-
pletely replaced thanks to $9 million in stimulus funding.

The signage is beyond its service life and the structures that
support them are sub-standard. Most of the signs lack any
reflectivity and a number of them have peeling and faded
paint that make them a challenge to read during the daytime
and very difficult to see at all at night.

One of three contracts for signage involves spending $2.6
million for replacement of worn signs on I-95 at Exits 6 - 8
(West Greenwich, East Greenwich, West Warwick, and
Warwick), Exit 12B (Warwick), Exists 16 - 18 (Cranston and

Providence), and Exit 29 (Pawtucket). This contract also
includes new signs on Route 146 at Route 146A in North
Smithfield. This work will be completed in mid 2010.

RIDOT awarded the other two contracts in Fall 2009. The
signs are being fabricated during the winter months and will
be installed in 2010.

One contract will replace all signs on Route 10, an impor-
tant north-south highway from Cranston to Providence, a dis-
tance of about 5 miles. On Route 37, a major east-west con-
nection for the cities of Warwick and Cranston, RIDOT will
replace signs on 3.2 miles of highway.

Faded signs with peeling paint are common along Route 10 in Providence and Cranston. ARRA funds
will be used to replace all the signs along this limited access highway.

Photos: Chuck Aube
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Each year RIDOT strives to make
improvements to both signalized and
non-signalized intersections. These
intersections are identified in a number
of ways, either through the analysis of
traffic volume, crash or pedestrian traf-
fic data or requests from the communi-
ties and others to the State Traffic
Commission (STC).

In working with the STC, RIDOT has
identified 26 intersections scheduled for
improvements using $1.3 million of
stimulus funds. The improvements
range from new signals in places that
had no signals (12 locations), upgrades
to existing signals such as adding a left
turn phase of adding pedestrian cross-
ing features (10 locations) or other
improvements such as traffic island
modifications (four locations).

The work will be accomplished
through two traffic signal contracts,

which began in late 2009 and will
be complete in late 2010. They
include:

South and Central: Coventry,
East Greenwich, Exeter, North
Kingstown, South Kingstown,
Warwick, and West Warwick (12
intersections).

North and East Bay:
Barrington, Burrillville, Foster,
Johnston, North Providence,
North Smithfield, Pawtucket,
Portsmouth, Providence, Smith-
field, and Warren (14 intersec-
tions).

The ARRA program also fund-
ed RIDOT’s statewide mainte-
nance contract for signal repair
and minor resurfacing as needed.
This included roughly 60 different
intersections across Rhode Island.

Traffic Signal Improvements

Work underway on a traffic signal improve-
ment project at the corner of Route 102 and
Inman Road in Burrilliville.

Traffic Safety Program
For the past several years, RIDOT has been imple-

menting a safety improvement project for the Route
4/Route 1 corridor in North Kingstown and South
Kingstown. This roadway has seen increasing traffic
levels over the years and has become a major artery
for the southern part of the state.

The roadway was not designed as a limited access
highway, but functions as one, while still allowing
driveway access and signalized intersections. As such,
RIDOT has taken numerous steps including closure
of median crossovers (for reversing direction), instal-
lation of jug handles and installation of cable-wire
guardrail to protect against head-on collisions.

As the final phase of this project, RIDOT used
$136,000 of stimulus funds to pay for a landscaping
contract on a portion of the Route 1 median from
Mooresfield Road to the Oliver Stedman Government
Center. The plants will improve the aesthetic quality
of this scenic roadway and help stabilize soils in the
grassy median separating northbound and south-
bound traffic. The contract includes a two-year mow-
ing and maintenance agreement.

A view looking down the Route 1 median in South
Kingstown, which shows recently installed plants aimed at
improving this scenic roadway.

Photo: John Manney

Photo: Chuck Aube



RIDOT rivals many other state DOTs in terms of its
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), and two projects
funded by the stimulus program offer additional benefits
beyond just monitoring traffic with cameras.

Through its Transportation Management Center (TMC),
the Department employs congestion mapping tools to help
motorists determine travel times. The $1.1 million worth of
improvements made with ARRA funds in 2009 will improve
on existing services to provide more accurate and reliable
traffic congestion information to the public.

One of the two projects involved the installation of 40
additional radar-based vehicle detectors, at the same location
as existing traffic cameras, to collect data on traffic volume
and speeds. The new detectors provide alerts to TMC opera-
tors to announce increasing traffic congestion. The technolo-
gy will eventually allow RIDOT to post travel time on elec-
tronic message signs.

A second contract paid for the installation of radar-based
vehicle detectors in several locations to collect data on traffic
volume, speed, and vehicle classification used for annual
reporting requirements and TMC traffic flow maps. This
included 37 stations plus six stations for vehicle classifica-
tions.
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Above left, a close up of one of RIDOT’s traffic cameras. Some of RIDOT’s existing network of more than 100 traffic cameras
were used to attach vehicle detectors that will help improve congestion reporting. At right, a stand-alone vehicle detection
system, which can also be used to collect data on traffic volume, speed and vehicle classification. 

Traffic Monitoring

Photos: Chuck Aube
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Above, the historic Kingston Station in West Kingston. The station is one of three regular stops for Amtrak service in Rhode
Island along the Northeast Corridor.

Enhancements

Each year RIDOT performs numerous projects as required
by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA–LU). Under the
ARRA program, RIDOT was required to spend $4.1 million
toward projects that address the environmental impacts of
transportation-related highway construction.

Thanks to ARRA funding, RIDOT is able to move forward
with two major streetscape projects in Providence. These two
projects dovetail one another, and make numerous aesthetic
and safety improvements in the disadvantaged Olneyville sec-
tion of the city. RIDOT in 2009 began work on the Manton
Avenue Enhancement Project, a $675,000 investment to reha-
bilitate sidewalks, crosswalks, street trees and street lighting.

The much larger Westminster Street Enhancement Project
carries an estimated cost of $3.3 million and includes side-
walks, crosswalks, bicycle lanes, street trees and street lighting
along 1.3 miles of city streets from I-95 Service Road No. 7
to Olneyville Square. The work will be ongoing in 2010.

Also in 2010, RIDOT expects to begin a $300,000 project
to repair the roof of the historic Kingston Station in the vil-
lage of West Kingston.

Photos: Top, Chuck Aube; bottom, Heidi Cote 

Above, new sidewalks were installed along Manton
Avenue in Providence in 2009.



RIDOT greatly appreciates the boost to
transportation financing that the ARRA
program provided. As noted earlier, Rhode
Island has a great demand for increased
transportation financing. The amount of
projects waiting for funding far exceeds
funds available in the foreseeable future.

Should additional funds become avail-
able, either through a second round of
stimulus funding for transportation or
some other means of increased Federal
Highway aid or additional state funding,
RIDOT will be ready to put that money to
use quickly.

Although Rhode Island has been suc-
cessful in the last 10 years with large scale
projects – the $610 million Iway/I-195
Relocation Project, the $225 Warwick
Intermodal Facility and the $163.7 million
Sakonnet River Bridge among them – a
handful of large projects remain. Funding
these through RIDOT’s yearly program
will be exceedingly challenging and divert funding away from
other road and bridge projects.

Large projects include the $125 million replacement of the
Providence Viaduct, a 1,290 foot segment of elevated high-
way carrying I-95 in the heart of Providence. This bridge car-
ries the highest traffic volumes in the entire state and is a
transportation link for all of Southern New England.

Another significant project expected to begin in 2010 is a
$150 million effort to replace the Pawtucket River Bridge,

which also carries I-95. To the west of Providence, a series of
ramps, bridges and highway segments comprising the Route
6/10 Connector is in need of full restoration at an estimated
cost of $300 million.

Along with these projects, RIDOT has numerous other
projects waiting for funding, including miles of resurfacing of
state roads, including I-95; sidewalk repairs; lighting and safe-
ty projects; and numerous bridges in need of rehabilitation.

Maintenance of the State’s inventory of about 790 bridges
is a prime example of funding challenges. One out of five, or
about 160 bridges, are considered structurally deficient and
current funding only allows a handful to be repaired or
replaced each year – while at the same time bridges continue
to age and deteriorate – making it very difficult to bring these
vital pieces of transportation infrastructure up to par.
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Above left, a view of the Pawtucket River Bridge, which RIDOT intends to replace with a new $90 million span in 2010.
Above right, a rendering of the $25 million Apponaug Circulator Project.

Future Needs

An aerial view of the Providence Viaduct, a high priority bridge replacement
project for RIDOT.

Photos: Charles St. Martin
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Image: New pavement on Old Louisquisett Pike (Route 246) in Lincoln. 




