Department of Transportation
Two Capitol Hill
Providence, Rl 02903

Driven fo get you there

Office 401-222-2450
Fax  401-222-3905

To: All Consultants TAC - 0475

Date: June 22, 2026

Subject: RIDEM OWR Permit Portal & USACE Regulatory Request System Portal

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) began using the
RIDEM Office of Water Resource (OWR) Groundwater and Freshwater Wetlands Protection
Programs online portal (portal) for all OWR permit applications in 2025
(https://demri.my.site.com/owr/s/login/). Paper submissions are no longer accepted.
Previously, consultants were required to print multiple copies of all documentation and site
plans and hand deliver or mail large quantities of documents. The new portal reduces costs,
paper, and workload for all.

Effective immediately, Consultants must utilize the portal for all RIDOT Freshwater Wetlands,
Stormwater Construction, RIPDES Construction General Permit, Stormwater UIC, and Water
Quality Certification applications. RIDOT’s Environmental Division’s Natural Resources Unit
(NRU) created a RIDEM Portal Guidance document for use in maneuvering the application
submission process to ensure that all applications correctly link to RIDOT’s portal account.
Utilize the most current version on the NRU website under State Permitting/RIDEM FWW:
https://www.dot.ri.gov/EnvironmentalDivision/Natural Resources Unit.php/#Permitting .

Consultants may begin the portal application process online at any time but must provide
permit review documents to the NRU (see TAC 0455) prior to uploading any final PDF document
files and signing as the application preparer. Once the documents are cleared for submission,
NRU will notify the RIDOT PM. The Consultant then uploads the documents, signs as the
preparer, and the portal sends the application to NRU for the Environmental Division’s
Administrator’s signature and submission.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) requires submissions utilizing their new online
authorization system, the Regulatory Request System (RRS). This necessitates minor changes
for RIDOT’s NRU review and submission process.

Effective immediately, please view and utilize the current USACE RSS Guidance document for
use in maneuvering the review and authorization process to ensure that all USACE submissions
properly link to RIDOT’s account on RIDOT’s website:
https://www.dot.ri.gov/EnvironmentalDivision/Natural Resources Unit.php/#Permitting
Questions may be submitted to dot.nru@dot.ri.gov.

Sincerely,

Jun 11, 2026 Low 4. FisETTE Jun 24, 2026

John Preiss, P.E., PMP Lori A. Fisette, MBA, PMP
Acting Chief Engineer Director, Division of Project Management
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